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1992  CONGRESSIONAL  VOTING  RECORD 


Even  the  folks  who  have  been  in  Washington  for  years  and  years — those  who  have  seen  it  all — say  1 992  is  a  very  unusual  year. 
Congress  has  been  scrutinized  and  criticized  from  inside  and  out.  Surprising  numbers  of  senators  and  representatives  are  leaving 
the  institution.  Some  were  voted  out  in  primary  elections  that  came  on  the  heels  of  much-publicized  scandals.  Some  are  retiring 
amidst  discussion  of  term  limitations.  Some  are  leaving  because  they  say  it  is  impossible  to  get  anything  done  in  Congress  to  solve 
the  extraordinary  problems  of  the  nation. 

Voting  for  members  of  Congress  is  always  important.  It  may  be  particularly  so  this  year.  The  number  of  open  seats  is  unusually 
large,  and  redistricting  has  changed  the  political  landscape  in  many  states.  It  is  expected  that  the  next  Congress  will  deal  with 
measures  to  reform  its  processes.  With  certainty,  the  problems  within  the  United  States  and  the  role  of  the  United  States  in  the 
world  community  will  challenge  those  chosen  to  be  lawmakers. 

Each  year  FCNL  publishes  a  congressional  voting  record,  and  each  year  readers  ask  questions  like  the  following.  Answers  are  offered 
to  assist  you  in  using  the  voting  record. 


How  do  1  **score**  my  senators  and  repre¬ 
sentative?  And  why  is  FCNL  endorsing 
_ ? 


A. 


The  FCNL  Congressional  Voting  Record  is  offered  as  only 
one  of  several  tools  to  be  used  in  evaluating  the  perfor¬ 
mance  of  your  representative  and  senators.  It  is  not 
intended  to  indicate  an  endorsement  of  an  individual — 
FCNL  does  not  endorse  any  candidate.  The  voting  record  does 
report  how  members  actually  voted  on  a  handful  of  votes  related  to 
some  of  the  issues  of  greatest  concern  to  FCNL. 


a 


I  know  there  was  a  really  important  vote 

on _ ,  Why  isn’t  it  included  in 

the  voting  record? 


A  There  are  at  least  two  reasons  why  that  important  vote  you 
are  looking  for  may  not  be  included  in  this  voting  record. 
First,  we  list  only  votes  about  matters  on  which  FCNL  has 
established  policy  positions  and  has  done  lobbying  work. 
Second,  we  have  tried  to  include  only  votes  that  clearly  indicate  a 
member's  position  and  are  not  entangled  in  parliamentary  maneu¬ 
vering. 


a 


FCNL  works  on  Native  American  issues 
and  foreign  policy.  Why  are  there  no  such 
votes  listed? 


A. 


Indeed,  FCNL  did  work  on  these  issues  during  this  session 
of  Congress  (review  past  FCNL  Washington  Newsletters  and 
the  Indian  Report).  This  year,  however,  most  key  votes 
occurred  only  at  the  committee  level  or  by  voice  vote. 


a 


Why  a  voting  record  now?  This  session  of 
Congress  isn't  done  yet! 


Ain  non-election  years,  FCNL  publishes  its  voting  record  in 
•  December,  atthe  close  of  the  congressional  session.  Butin 
order  to  get  the  voting  record  to  you  before  the  election, 
this  newsletter  is  sent  to  you  before  the  close  of  the  current 
session  of  Congress.  The  September/October  FCNL  Newsletter  w\\\ 
review  the  policy  positions  of  the  presidential  candidates.  Call  the 
FCNL  Legislative  Action  Message,  (202)547-4343,  each  week  to 
obtain  information  about  upcoming  votes.  Write  or  call  the  offices 
of  your  representative  and  senators  to  learn  how  they  voted  in 
September  and  October. 


FCNL  suggests  evaluating  the  performance  of  members  of  Congress  by  a  number  of  criteria,  including  the  following: 


^  voting  record; 

4  introduction  and  sponsorship  of  good  legislation; 
4  active  committee  work; 


^  public  statements; 

^  responsiveness  to  constituents. 
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SOME  KEY  SENATE  VOTES 


1.  Campaign  Finance  Reform.  Final  passage  of  the  conference 
report  on  the  bill  to  reform  the  way  congressional  campaigns  are 
financed.  The  bill,  S.  3,  provided  for  voluntary  spending  limits, 
public  funding,  special  incentives  for  compliance,  and  restrictions 
on  indirect  contributions.  Although  the  bill  was  strongly  supported, 
the  vote  for  passage  was  9  votes  short  of  what  was  needed  to 
override  the  expected  presidential  veto.  Adopted  58-42,  April  30. 
FCNL  for. 

2.  "Motor  Voter"  Registration.  Final  passage  of  a  bill,  S.  250,  to 
require  states  to  allow  people  to  register  to  vote  when  they  apply 
for  drivers'  licenses,  marriage  licenses,  or  other  "public  certifi¬ 
cates."  Passed  61  -  38,  May  20.  FCNL  for. 

3.  Constitutional  Amendment  to  Balance  the  Budget  A  vote  on  a 
motion  to  close  debate  (cloture  motion)  on  a  proposed  constitu¬ 
tional  amendment  to  require  the  President  to  submit  and  the 
Congress  to  approve  each  year  a  federal  budget  in  which  spending 
does  not  exceed  income.  Exceptions  could  be  made  in  time  of 
"military  emergencies"  or  war,  or  by  a  three-fifths  vote  of  both 
houses.  Motion  rejected  56  -  39,  June  1 1 .  (Three-fifths  of  the  total 


Senate — 60  votes — is  required  to  close  debate.)  By  failing  to  close 
off  unlimited  debate,  the  Senate  ensured  the  withdrawal,  and  thus 
the  defeat,  of  the  proposal.  FCNL  against  motion  for  cloture. 

4.  Workfare.  An  attempt  to  table  (kill)  an  amendment  which  restated 
and  strengthened  a  current  law  that  mandates  states  to  require 
able-bodied  adult  welfare  recipients  to  work  for  their  benefits. 
Motion  to  table  rejected  33  -  62,  March  1 3.  FCNL  for  the  motion 
to  table.  (Since  workfare  was  instituted  by  the  Moynihan  bill  in 
1986,  some  states  have  found  that  adults  who  receive  welfare 
benefits  are  either  working  unable  to  work,  or  unable  to  find 
work.) 

5.  Aid  to  the  Former  Soviet  Union  (FSU).  Passage  of  the  Freedom 
Support  Act,  to  provide  aid  to  the  former  Soviet  Union.  The 
legislation  lifts  Cold  War  restrictions  on  loans  and  credits  for, 
promotes  U.S.  business  investments  in,  and  expands  U.S.  educa¬ 
tion  exchanges  with  the  former  Soviet  Union.  The  Act  authorizes 
$450  million  in  U.S.  economic  aid.  In  addition,  the  legislation 
supports  an  increase  in  U.S.  participation  in  international  aid 
programs.  Passed  76  -  20,  July  2.  FCNL  for. 
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SOME  KEY  HOUSE  VOTES 


1.  Campaign  Finance  Reform.  Final  passage  of  the  conference 
report  on  the  bill  to  reform  the  way  congressional  campaigns  are 
financed.  The  bill,  S.  3,  provided  for  voluntary  spending  limits, 
public  funding,  special  incentives  for  compliance,  and  restrictions 
on  indirect  contributions.  Although  the  bill  was  strongly  sup¬ 
ported,  the  vote  for  passage  was  29  votes  short  of  what  was  needed 
to  override  the  expected  presidential  veto.  Adopted  259  -  165, 
April  9.  FCNL  for. 

2.  "Motor  Voter"  Registration.  Final  passage  of  a  bill,  S.  250,  to 
require  states  to  allow  people  to  register  to  vote  when  they  apply 
for  drivers'  licenses,  marriage  licenses,  or  other  "public  certifi¬ 
cates."  Passed  268  - 1 53,  June  1 6.  FCNL  for. 

3.  Constitutional  Amendment  to  Balance  the  Budget  A  vote  on 
final  passage  of  a  proposed  constitutional  amendment  to  require 
the  President  to  submit  and  the  Congress  to  approve  each  year  a 
federal  budget  in  which  spending  does  not  exceed  income. 
Exceptions  could  be  made  in  time  of  "military  emergencies"  or 
war,  or  by  a  three-fifths  vote  of  both  houses.  Rejected  280  - 1 53, 
June  1 1 .  (Two-  thirds  of  those  present  and  voting — 289  on  this 
date — must  approve  a  constitutional  amendment)  FCNL  against 

4.  Budget  Rules.  A  vote  on  final  passage  of  H.R.  3732,  to  change  the 
rules  that  prohibited  spending  the  savings  from  military  reductions 
on  domestic  and  international  programs.  Rejected  187  -  238, 
March  31 .  FCNL  for. 

5.  Congressional  Black  Caucus  Alternative  Budget  An  amend¬ 
ment  offered  by  Rep.Towns  NY  as  chair  of  the  Congressional  Black 
Caucus  as  a  substitute  to  the  FY93  Federal  Budget  Resolution.  The 
Alternative  Budget  would  have  cut  military  spending  in  half  in  four 
years,  investing  the  savings  in  key  domestic  programs,  and  shifting 
a  portion  of  the  income  tax  burden  from  lower  income  to  higher 
income  individuals  and  corporations.  Rejected  77  -  342,  March 
5.  FCNL  for. 

6.  Unemployment  Benefits.  Passage  of  bill  by  Downey  NY  to  extend 
federal  supplemental  unemployment  benefits  for  workers  who 
have  been  unemployed  long  enough  to  exhaust  their  regular 
benefits.  The  bill  also  reformed  the  unemployment  insurance 
system  so  that  federal  benefits  will  be  "triggered"  automatically  in 
times  of  high  unemployment.  Eliminated  corporate  tax  deduc¬ 
tions  for  executive  salaries  above  $1  million.  Passed  261-  150, 
June  9.  FCNL  for. 

7.  Prisoner  Education.  An  amendment  to  the  Higher  Education  Act 
Reauthorization  by  Coleman  MO  to  prohibit  students  who  are 
state  and  federal  prisoners  from  receiving  scholarships  under  the 
"Pell  Grant"  program.  Adopted  351  -  39,  March  26.  FCNL 
against 


8.  Seawolf  Submarines  Funding  Cut  An  amendment,  by  Fawell  IL, 
to  modify  the  House  Appropriations  Committee's  proposal  to 
rescind  (take  back)  some  of  the  previously  adopted  military 
spending  for  FY92.  The  Fawell  amendment  would  have  rescinded 
funds  for  any  more  Seawolf  nuclear  submarines.  Rejected  150- 
266,  May  7.  FCNL  for. 

9.  Nuclear  Weapons  Reductions.  A  non-binding  amendment  to  the 
FY93  Defense  Authorization  bill,  offered  by  Mavroules  MA,  calling 
for  worldwide  reductions  in  nuclear  warhead  stockpiles  to  1 ,000 
warheads  or  fewer.  Passed  278  -  1 35,  June  4.  FCNL  for. 

10.  Nuclear  Explosions  Ban.  A  Kopetski  OR  amendment  to  the 
Defense  Authorization  bill  establishing  a  one  year  moratorium  on 
U.S.  test  explosions  of  nuclear  weapons.  The  ban  would  remain 
in  effect  for  twelve  months,  unless  the  former  Soviet  Union 
conducts  a  test.  Passed  237  - 1 67,  June  4.  FCNL  for. 

11.  Military  Spending  Reduction.  An  amendment  to  the  Defense 
Authorization  bill,  offered  by  Del  I  urns  CA  and  Waters  CA,  to  cut 
the  FY93  military  spending  authorization  by  10%  ($27.4  billion 
below  the  $274  billion  recommended  by  the  Armed  Services 
Committee).  Rejected  90  -  283,  June  4.  FCNL  for. 

1 2.  Funding  for  SDI.  An  amendment  to  the  FY93  Defense  Authoriza¬ 
tion  bill  by  Dellums  CA  and  Boxer  CA,  to  reduce  funds  for  the 
Strategic  Defense  Initiative  (SDI).  The  amendment  would  have  cut 
SDI  funding  by  $2  billion  (below  the  $4.3  billion  recommended  by 
the  Armed  Services  Committee),  protected  the  ABM  Treaty  by 
repealing  the  Missile  Defense  Act  of  1 991 ,  and  terminated  the 
Strategic  Defense  Initiative  Organization.  Rejected  1 1 7  -  248, 
Junes.  FCNL  for. 

13.  B-2  Bomber.  An  Andrews  ME  amendment  to  the  Defense 
Authorization  bill  to  halt  B-2  production  at  the  already-approved 
levelof  1 5  planes.  The  amendment  would  have  cut  funding  for  the 
B-2  bomber  by  $2.7  billion  (below  the  $4.0  billion  recommended 
by  the  Armed  Services  Committee).  Rejected  162  -  212,  June  5. 
FCNL  for. 

14.  Troops  Overseas.  An  amendment  to  the  Defense  Authorization 
bill  by  Frank  MA,  to  reduce  funds  for  the  maintenance  of  U.S. 
troops  overseas.  The  amendment  reduces  funding  by  $3.5  billion, 
either  by  withdrawing  U.S.  troops  or  equipment  from  Europe, 
Japan,  and  South  Korea,  or  through  an  increase  of  host-nation 
support.  Passed  220  - 185,  June  3.  FCNL  for. 


(A  tabling  motion  is  a  parliamentary  device  to  kill  a  proposal.) 


Yory  =  voted  in  favor;  N  or  n  =  voted  in  opposition;  ♦  or  ^  =  paired 
for;  •  or  O  =  paired  against;  ^  or  it  =  announced  for;  ■  or  □  = 
anhounced  against  Pairing  is  an  agreement  by  members  on  opposite 
sides  of  an  issue  to  withhold  their  votes  on  a  roll  call  so  that  their  absence 
from  Congress  will  not  affect  the  outcome  of  the  voting.  Bold  type 
(upper  case  or  filled  in  symbol)  indicates  position  preferred  by  FCNL,  as 
expressed  in  statements  of  legislative  policy,  testimony,  and  so  on. 
Source  of  votes;  Congressional  Quarterly,  Inc. 


Speaker  Thomas  Foley  WA  ordinarily  does  not  vote.  Delegates  Ron 
de  Lugo  (Virgin  Islands),  Eleanor  Holmes  Norton  (District  of  Columbia), 
Eni  F.H.  Faleomavaega  (American  Samoa),  and  Ben  BIaz  (Guam),  and 
Resident  Commissioner  Antonio  J.  Colorado  (Puerto  Rico)  cannot  vote 
on  the  House  floor,  but  may  do  so  in  committee.  Resident  Commis¬ 
sioner  Antonio  Colorado  (Puerto  Rico)  was  appointed  to  succeed  Jaime 
B.  Fuster  PR,  who  resigned  on  3/3/92.  Colorado  was  sworn  in  on  3/4/ 
92. 


HOUSE 

VOTES 


AlARAMA 

1  Callahan,  S.  (R) 

2  Dickinson,  W.  (R) 

3  Browder,  C.  (D) 

4  Bevill,  T.  (D) 

5  Cramer,  B.  (D) 

6  Erdreich,  8.  (D) 

7  Harris,  C.  (D) 

auska 

AE  Young,  D.  (R) 

ARIZONA 

1  Rhodes,  J.  (R) 

2  Pastor,  E.  (D) 

3  Stump,  B.  (R) 

4  Kyl,J.(R) 

5  Kolbe,  J.  (R) 

ARKANSAS 

1  Alexander,  B.  (D) 

2  Thornton,  R.  (D) 

3  Hammerschmidt,  J.  ( 

4  Anthony,  B.  (D,' 

CALIFORNIA 

’  R'ggs,  F.  (R) 

2  Merger,  W.  (R) 

3  Matsui,  R.  (D) 

4  Fazio,  V.  (D) 

5  Pelosi,  N.  (D) 

6  Boxer,  B.  (D) 

7  Miller,  C.  (D) 

8  Dellums,  R.  (D) 

9  Stark,  P.(D) 

10  Edwards,  D.  (D) 

1 1  Lantos,  T.  (D) 

12  Camptell,  T.  (R) 

1 3  Mineta,  N.  (D) 

1 4  Doolittle,  j.  (R) 

1 5  Condit,  C.  (D) 

16  Panetta,  L.  (D) 

17  Dooley,  C.  (D) 

18  Lehman,  R.  (D) 

19  Lagomarsino ,  R.  (R) 

20  Thomas,  B.  (R) 

21  Callegly,  E.  (R) 

22  Mooinead,  C.  (R) 

23  Beilenson,  A.  (D) 

24  Waxman,  H.  (D) 

25  Roybal,  E.  (D) 

26  Berman,  H.  (D) 

27  Levine,  M.  (D) 

28  Dixon,  J.  (D) 

29  Waters,  M.  (D) 

30  Martinez,  M.  (D) 

31  Dymally,  M.  (D) 

32  Anderson,  C.  (D) 

33  Dreier,  D.  (R) 

34  Torres,  E.  (D) 

35  Lewis,  J.  (R) 

36  Brown,  C.  (D) 

37  McCandless,  A.  (R) 

38  Dornan,  R.  (R) 

39  Dannemeyer,  W.  (R) 

40  Cox,  C.  (R) 

41  Lowery,  B.  (R) 

42  Rohrab^er,  D.  (R) 

43  Packard,  R.  (R) 

44  Cunningham,  R.  (R) 

45  Hunter,  D.  (R) 

COLORADO 

1  Schroeder,  P.  (D) 

2  Skaggs,  D.(D) 

3  Campbell,  B.  (D) 

4  Allard,  W.  (R) 

5  Hefley,  J.  (R) 

6  Schaefer,  D.  (R) 

CONNECTICUT 

1  Kennelly,  B.  (D) 

2  Cejdenson,  S.  (D) 

3  DeLauro,  R.  (D) 

4  Shays,  C.  (R) 

5  Franks,  C.  (R) 

6  lohnson,  N.  (R) 
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DELAWARE 

AL  Carper,  T.  (D) 

FLORIDA 

1  Hutto,  E.  (D) 

2  Peterson,  P.  (D) 

3  Bennett,  C.  (D) 

4  James,  C.(R) 

5  McCollum,  B.  (R) 

6  Stearns,  C.  (R) 

7  Gibbons,  S.  (D) 

8  Young,  C.  (R) 

9  Bilirakis,  M.  (R) 

10  Ireland,  A.  (R) 

1 1  Bacchus,  J.  (D) 

12  Lewis,  T.(R) 

1 3  Goss,  P.  (R) 

1 4  Johnston,  H.  (D) 

15  Shaw,  E.  (R) 

16  Smith,  L.  (D) 

1 7  Lehman,  W.  (D) 

18  Ros-Lehtinen,  I.  (R) 

19  Fascell,  D.  (D) 

GEORGIA 

1  Thomas,  L.  (D) 

2  Hatcher,  C.  (D) 

3  Ray,  R.  (D) 

4  Jones,  B.  (D) 

5  Lewis,  J.  (D) 

6  Qngrich,  N.  (R) 

7  Darden,  G.  (D) 

8  Rowland,  J.  (D) 

9  Jenkins,  E.  (D) 

10  Barnard,  D.  (D) 

HAWAII 

1  Abercrombie,  N.  (D) 

2  Mink,  P.  (D) 

IDAHO 

1  LaRocco,  L.  (D) 

2  Stallings,  R.  (D) 

ILLINOIS 

1  Hayes,  C.  (D) 

2  Savage,  G.  (D) 

3  Russo,  M.  (D) 

4  Sangmeister,  G.  (D) 

5  Lipinski,  W.  (D) 

6  Hyde,  H.  (R) 

7  Collins,  C.  (D) 

8  Rostenkowski,  D.  (D) 

9  Yates,  S.(D) 

10  Porter,  j.(R) 

1 1  Annunzio,  F.  (D) 

12  Crane,  P.(R) 

13  Fawell,  H.  (R) 

14  Hastert,  D.  (R) 

15  Ewing,  T.  (R) 

16  Cox,  J.  (D) 

1 7  Evans,  L.  (D) 

18  Michel,  R.  (R) 

19  Bruce,  T.  (D) 

20  Durbin,  R.  (D) 

21  Costello,  J.  (D) 

22  Poshard,  G.  (D) 

INDIANA 

1  Visclosky,  P.  (D) 

2  Sharp,  P.  (D) 

3  Roemer,  T.  (D) 

^  Long,J.(D) 

5  Jontz,  J.  (D) 

6  Burton,  D.  (R) 

7  Myers,  J.(R) 

8  McCloskey,  F.  (D) 

9  Hamilton,  L.  (D) 

10  Jacobs,  A.  (D) 

IOWA 

1  Leach,  J.  (R) 

2  Nussle,  J.  (R) 

3  Na^le,  D.  (D) 

4  Smith,  N.(D) 

5  Lightfoot,  J.  (R) 

6  Grandy,  F.  (R) 
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FCNl 


KANSAS 

1  Roberts,  P.  (R) 

2  Slattery,  J.  (D) 

3  Meyers,  j.  (R) 

4  Clickman,  D.  (D) 

5  Nichols,  D.  (R) 


KENTUCKY 

1  Hubbard,  C.  (D) 
Natcher,  W.  (D) 
Mazzoli,  R.  (D) 
Bunning,  J.  (R) 
Rogers,  H.  (R) 
Hopkins,  L.  (R) 
Perkins,  C.  (D) 
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LOUISIANA 

1  Livingston,  B.  (R) 

2  Jefferson,  W.  (D) 

3  Tauzin,  W.  (D) 

4  McCrery,  J.  (R) 

5  Huckaby,  J.  (D) 

6  Baker,  R.  (R) 

7  Hayes,  j.(D) 

8  Holloway,  C.  (R) 

MAINE 

1  Andrews,  T.  (D) 

2  Snowe,  O.  (R) 

MARYLAND 

1  Cilchrest,  W.  (R) 

2  Bentley,  H.  (R) 

3  Cardin,  B.  (D) 

4  McMillen,  T.  (D) 

5  Hoyer,  S.  (D) 

6  Byron,  B.  (D) 

7  Mfume,  K.  (D) 

8  Morelia,  C.  (R) 

MASSACHUSETTS 

1  Olver,J.  (D) 

2  Neal,  R.  (D) 

3  Early,  J.  (D) 

4  Frank,  B.  (D) 

5  Atkins,  C.  (D) 

6  Mavroules ,  N.  (D) 

7  Markey,  E.  (D) 

8  Kennedy,  j.  (D) 

9  Moakley,  J.  (D) 

10  Studds,C.  (D) 

1 1  Donnelly,  B.  (D) 

MICHIGAN 

1  Conyers,  J.  (D) 

2  Pursell,  C.  (R) 

3  Wolpe,  H.  (D) 

4  Upton,  F.  (R) 

5  Henry,  P.(R) 

6  Carr,  B.  (D) 

7  Kildee,  D.  (D) 

8  Traxler,  B.  (D) 

9  Varrder  Jagt,  C.  (R) 

10  Camp,  D.  (R) 

11  Davis,  R.(R) 

1 2  Bonior,  D.  (D) 
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16  Dingell,  J.  (D) 

1 7  Levin,  5.  (D) 
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3  Lancastef,  M.  (D)  > 

4  Price,  D.  (D)  ^ 

5  Neal,  S.  (D)  ^ 

6  CoWe,  H.  (R)  I 

7  Rose,  C(D)  ' 

8  Hefner,  W.  (D) 

9  McMillan,  A.  (R) 
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1 1  Taylor,  C.  (R) 
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AL  Dorgan,  B.  (D) 
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1  Luken,  C.  (D) 
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4  0x1^,  M.  (R) 
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6  English,  C.  (D) 
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5  Kopetski,  M.  (D) 
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1  Foglietta,  T.  (D) 

2  Blackwell,  L.  (D) 
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7  Weldon,  C.  (R) 

8  Kostmayer,  P.  (D) 

9  Shuster,  B.  (R) 
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SOUTH  DAKOTA 
AL  Johnson,  T.  (D) 
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TENNESSEE 

1  Quillen, ).  (R) 

2  Duncan,  J.  (R) 

3  Lloyd,  M.  (D) 

4  Cooper,  j.  (D) 

5  Oernent,  B.  (D) 

6  Cordon,  B.  (D) 

7  Sundquist,  D.  (R) 

8  Tanner,  J.  (D) 

9  Ford,  H.  (D) 
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1  Chapman,  J.  (D)  1 

2  Wilson,  C.(D) 

3  Johnson,  S.  (R)  ' 

4  Hall,  R.  (D)  I 

5  Bryant,  J.  (D) 

6  Barton,  J.  (R) 

7  Archer,  B.  (R) 

8  Fields,  J.(R) 

9  Brooks,  J.  (D) 

10  Pickle,  J.  (D) 

1 1  Edwards,  C.  (D) 

12  Ceren,  P.  (D) 

1 3  Sarpalius,  B.  (D) 

14  Laughlin,  C.  (D) 

15  de  la  Garza,  E.  (D) 

16  Coleman,  R.  (D) 

17  Stenhdm,  C.  (D) 

18  Washington,  C.  (D) 

19  Combest,  L.  (R) 

20  Gonzalez,  H.  (D) 

21  Smith,  L.  (R) 

22  Delay,  T.(R) 

23  Bustamante,  A.  (D) 

24  Frost,  M.  (D) 

25  Andrews,  M.  (D) 

26  Aimey,  D.  (R) 

27  Ortiz,  S.(D) 

UTAH 

1  Hansen,  J.  (R) 

2  Owens,  W.  (D) 

3  Orton,  B.  (D) 

VERMONT 

AL  Sanders,  B.  (I) 

VIRQNIA 

1  Baterrran,  H.  (R) 

2  Pickett,  O.  (D) 

3  Bliley,  T.  (R) 

4  Sisisky  ,  N.  (D) 

5  Payne,  L.  (D) 

6  C)lin,J.(D) 

7  Allen,  C.(R) 

8  Moran,  J.  (D) 

9  Boucher,  R.  (D) 

10  Wolf,  F.  (R) 

WASHINGTON 

1  Miller,  J.(R) 

2  Swift,  A.  (D) 

3  UnsoekJ,  J.  (D) 

4  Morrison,  S.  (R) 

5  Foley,  T.  (D) 

6  Dicks,  N.(D) 

7  McDermott,  J.  (D) 
i  8  Chandler,  R.  (R) 
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WEST  VIRGINIA  „  „ 

1  t^l^an,  A.  (D)  ^  ^  ^  ^  " 

2  Staggers,  H.  (D)  v  v  ^  v  n 

3  Wise,B.(D)  ^  ^  \  C 

4  Rahall,N.(D)  YYNYY 


WISCONSIN 

1  Aspin,  L.  (D) 

2  Klug,  S.  (R) 

3  Gunderson,  S.  (R) 

4  lOeczka,  C.  (D) 

5  Moody,  J.  (D) 

6  Petri,  T.  (R) 

7  Obey,D.(D) 

8  Roth,  T.  (R) 
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9  Sensenbrenner,  F.  (R)  nnynn 


WYOMING 
AL  Thomas,  C.  (R) 
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CALVIN  AND  HOBBES  BILL  WATTERSON 


(DEMOCRACY,  continued  from  p.  8) 

put  them  there.  Their  intelligence,  their  honesty,  their  values  and 
their  devotion  to  public  service  cover  approximately  the  same 
spectrum — from  honorable  to  absent — as  would  be  found  any¬ 
where  in  our  society. 

The  democratic  system — and  the  people  in  it — are  imperfect. 
But  it  seems  to  be  the  best  devised  so  far,  and  better  than  any 
available  alternatives.  What  will — and  won't — make  it  work  better? 

What  Not  to  Do  to  Strengthen  Democracy 
in  the  U.S. 


sees  itself  as  a  unit  with  shared  interests.  In  this  impossible  context, 
the  representative  system  is  expected  somehow  to  unify  literally 
millions  of  distinct  and  conflicting  demands. 

•  How  many  local  controversies  pit  one  local  "interest"  against 
another?  How  clear  and  communicative  are  the  voices  raising  the 
interest  of  the  entire  community? 

•  How  often  does  the  familiar  "not  in  my  back  yard"  refrain  present 
a  barrier  to  an  important  service  or  facility,  such  as  homes, 
schools,  and  youth  service  centers?  What  consultative  processes 
could  help  neighborhoods  to  welcome  and  contribute  to  the 
success  of  such  ventures? 


Certain  methods  have  been  tried — and  will,  no  doubt,  be  tried 
again.  In  the  long  term  ,  however,  they  just  don't  seem  to  do  any 
good. 

1.  Not  voting.  Four  out  of  every  ten  voting-age  citizens  (43%  in 
the  last  presidential  election  year)  react  to  the  flaws  in  the  system  by 
not  voting.  This  year,  due  in  part  to  re-districting  and  in  part  to  voter 
dissatisfaction,  more  than  a  hundred  congressional  seats  are  ex¬ 
pected  to  have  new  occupants  next  term.  The  non-voting  bloc  may 
lose  out  on  a  clear  opportunity  to  "start  fresh"  with  a  new  choice  of 
representatives. 

2.  Restricting  public  funding  of  Sections.  During  the  cam¬ 
paign  finance  debates,  members  of  Congress  reported  hearing  a 
strong  public  sentiment  against  public  funding  of  campaigns  as 
"welfare  for  politicians."  And  yet  without  public  funding,  incum¬ 
bents  and  new  candidates  are  left  to  scramble  for  funds  from  monied 
interests.  (Most  of  the  money  in  that  scramble,  of  course,  ends  up 
supporting  the  incumbents.) 


•  What  forums,  discussions,  educational  events,  and  materials 
does  the  community  make  available  for  all  of  its  residents,  to  help 
the  community  decide  what  its  views  are  on  important  topics? 
How  can  the  representative  speak  for  the  community,  if  the 
community  seldom  comes  together  to  hear  and  develop  its  own 
voice? 

Reclaiming  Campaign  Finance.  The  thought  that  our  elected 
representatives  are  being  "purchased"  away  from  us  has  a  deadly 
chill  to  it.  To  the  extent  that  we  accept  such  a  concept,  our 
participation  in  democratic  processes  slows  down,  and  our  senses 
numb  to  the  outrage  that  should  hound  such  an  insult.  Campaign 
finance  reform  addresses  this  offensive  concept  in  two  ways: 

•  It  Increases  the  opportunity  for  dialogue  between  the  voters  and 
the  candidates,  and 

•  It  restricts  the  ability  of  private  monied  interests  to  control  and 
modify  the  dialogue  between  voters  and  candidates. 


Also  important,  offering  public  funding  for  elections  opens  the 
(possibility  for  some  regulation  of  the  use  of  TV  and  radio  for  unfair 
"30-second  slams."  Control  over  such  mud-slinging  will  encourage 
incumbents  to  stress,  instead,  solid  positions  on  the  real  controver¬ 
sies  that  arise  in  a  healthy  democracy. 

3.  Complaining.  Expecting  that  members  of  Congress  will  be 
unresponsive  and  irresponsible  creates  a  self-fulfilling  prophecy.  In 
contrast,  ex(>ecting  members  of  Congress  to  function  in  a  democratic 
fashion  is  absolutely  essential  to  the  creation  and  nurture  of  democ¬ 
racy. 


Reclaiming  the  campaign  finance  process  opens  the  door  to  real 
debate  and  genuine  elections.  But  it  does  not  fill  the  room  with 
interested  and  knowledgeable  voters. 

Deepening  the  Dialogue  in  Local  Media.  Local  papers  are  a 
critical  tool  for  those  who  would  put  some  life  back  into  democracy. 
Regardless  of  the  political  views  of  local  editors,  most  do  welcome 
well-written  pieces  on  topics  of  local  interest.  Those  pieces  can  help 
to  refocus  the  thinking  about  community  problems  and  solutions, 
and  can  help  to  raise  the  level  of  demand  for  honest  and  knowledge¬ 
able  representation. 


What  Brings  Life  to  Democracy? 

Thinking  Like  a  Community.  Democracy  is  by  definition  a 
group  product.  But  the  government  we  have  today  reflects  a 
fragmented  and  competitive  population,  rather  than  a  society  that 


A  functioning  democracy  has  a  richness  to  its  life,  a  leaven  that 
requires  participation  and  action  to  maintain  its  freshness.  Reform 
of  our  democratic  system  starts  at  the  most  basic  level,  with  a 
rediscovery  of  the  common  interests  and  responsibilities  we  all  hold 
as  disparate  parts  of  this  one  big,  sprawling  society. 
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HOW  TO  GROW  A  DEMOCRACY 


U.S.  democracy — once  set  up  as  a  daring  adventure  in  participa¬ 
tory  government — seems  to  be  more  famous  these  days  for  its 
shortcomings.  Only  a  bare  majority  of  the  U.S.  voting-age  popula¬ 
tion  even  participates  in  elections,  though  a  much  larger  percentage 
takes  part  in  the  time-honored  tradition  of  complaining  afterward. 

In  the  fast-paced  chaos  of  the  '90s,  people  in  the  U.S.  seem  to 
expect  democracy  to  work  like  a  refrigerator:  it  should  fulfill  its 
function  with  a  minimum  of  noise  and  it  should  require  little  or  no 
attention  from  the  owner.  Actually,  a  democracy  is  more  like  a 
computer  system  than  a  refrigerator:  it  is  somewhat  delicate,  it 
requires  some  effort  to  understand  its  systems,  and  it  is  virtually 
useless  without  the  owner's  knowledgeable  and  active  participa¬ 
tion.  Conversely,  democracy  (like  the  computer)  is  structured  for 
responsiveness  and  can  be  a  powerful  tool  if  used  properly,  regu¬ 
larly,  and  thoughtfully. 

This  year  does  not  seem  to  be  a  showcase  year  for  the  democratic 
processes  housed  in  Congress.  Congress  seems  to  be  operating 
sluggishly,  if  at  all.  Cynics  are  finding  abundant  (sometimes  even 
fresh)  material  for  complaints.  "Congress-bashing"  has  begun  to 
rival  some  of  our  national  sports  in  popularity.  Is  it  just  appearances, 
or  is  something  getting  in  the  way  of  competent  congressional 
action? 


It's  hard  to  imagine,  but  true . . . 

. . .  that  in  making  a  gift  to  the  FCNL  Education  Fund  you  may  be 
able  to  increase  and  guarantee  your  investment  income,  and  save 
taxes.  This  works  best  for  those  who  own  appreciated  stock  and 
who  are  approaching  or  are  past  retirement  age.  Intriguing? 
Write  or  call  for  document  D-101  with  an  example  of  how  a 
charitable  gift  annuity  can  work  for  you,  and  for  the  FCNL. 

Your  gifts  make  our  Quaker  work  and  witness  possible. 


What  We  Hear 

^'Congress  just  isn't  doing  anything  this  year."  Congress  isn't 
doing  a  lot  of  the  things  that  FCNL  would  like — such  as  capturing  and 
reinvesting  a  peace  dividend.  But  the  1 02nd  Congress,  so  far,  has 
enacted  70  new  laws  that  the  President  has  signed.  Each  house  has 
approved  more  than  200  bills;  some  of  these  have  been  vetoed, 
some  are  bogged  down  in  conference  committees  because  of 
threatened  vetoes,  and  still  others  are  just  genetically  stalled. 

Among  the  important  laws  passed  this  session  are  the  civil  rights 
(employment  rights)  bill,  the  campaign  finance  reform  bill  (vetoed), 
an  extension  of  unemployment  benefits,  a  budget  (each  year),  and 
thirteen  appropriations  bills  each  year. 

"Congress  and  the  President  are  too  tied  up  in  politics."  One 
of  the  most  serious  frustrations  of  the  1 02  nd  Congress  has  been  the 
partisan  politics  played  out  between  the  Republican  White  House 
and  the  Democratic  leaders  of  Congress.  Both  parties  have  been 
guilty  of  withholding  cooperation  to  prevent  the  other  party  from 
taking  credit  for  effective  action  on  an  important  issue. 

"Those  politicians  are  always  playing  to  the  TV  cameras; 
they're  afraid  to  take  a  real  stand  on  anything."  Fear  of  the  "30- 
second  slam" — an  opponent's  TV  commercial  that  unfairly  charac¬ 
terizes  an  incumbent's  record — effectively  muffles  a  lot  of  contro¬ 
versy  on  Capitol  Hill.  Many  politicians  from  both  sides  of  the  aisle 
tend  to  pull  toward  the  middle — in  order  to  look  as  unobjectionable 
as  possible  to  the  broad,  undefined,  "American  public."  And 
conversely,  when  the  "American  public"  bases  its  voting  decisions 
on  these  "cheap  shots,"  it  sells  short  the  value  of  its  support. 

"Politicians  are  basically  immoral.  They  steal  stamps,  bounce 
checks,  and  have  no  respect  for  marriage."  The  535  people  in 
Congress  are  relatively  representative  of  the  1 00  million  voters  who 

(See  DEMOCRACY,  continued  on  p.  7) 
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INSIDE 

1992  CONGRESSIONAL 
VOTING  RECORD 


THE  FRIENDS  COMMITTEE  ON  NATIONAL  LEaSlA- 
TION  indudes  FrieiKls  appointed  by  26  Friends  Yearly 
Meetings  and  by  8  other  Friends'  organizations  in  the 
United  States.  Depressions  of  views  in  the  FCNL  WASH- 
INCTON  NEWSLETTER  are  guided  by  the  Statement  of 
Policy,  prepared  and  approved  by  the  Committee.  Seek¬ 
ing  to  follow  the  leadings  of  the  Spirit,  the  FCN  L  speaks  for 
itself  and  for  like-mind^  Friernls. 

FCNL  WASM/AA:m>VNfWSLfT7Fft.  Contributors  ifKl^ 
Joe  VoH(,  Ruth  Flower,  Nancy  Nye,  Alyssa  Bennett,  Michael 
Brown,  Donna  AtKypa,  Joanna  McMann,  Barbara 
Cinsburg,  Amy  Jackson,  Alison  Oldham,  Laura  Petroff. 

A  $25  annual  donation  will  ensure  receipt  of  the  Newslet¬ 
ter  for  one  year  (1 1  issues).  Also  available  in  miaoform 
from  University  Miaofilms  International,  300  North  Zeeb 
Road,  Dept.  P.R.,  Ann  Arbor,  Ml  41806. 
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